SPLIT BUSHING 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to bushings and more particularly, relates to a split 
bushing. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Bushings are well known in the art and are widely used. As such, there are many 
different numbers of different types of bushings. The particular bushing design will 
depend upon the end use of the same. Thus, a standard configuration is a bushing having 
a cylindrical body with end flanges thereon. This type of bushing is suitable for many 
purposes save and except when the bushing must be inserted into another member. 

There are also bushings which are formed of two pieces at either end, with the 
pieces each having a flange and being held in place by suitable means. 

It is also known to use tapered bushings which must fit within a member. 
Likewise, it is also been proposed in the art to use a bushing which has a radial split. 

While such above described bushings are suitable for many uses, there still 
remains a requirement for a bushing which can be inserted into a second member and 
which will not loosen or move when longitudinal movement of the member is required. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a split bushing 
having a first end and a second end, comprising first and second portions, each of the first 
and second portions having a first and second end, a first end of each of the portions 
having a circumference which is less than 50% of the total bushing first end 



circumference, the second end of each of the portions having a circumference which is 
greater than 50% of the total bushing second end circumference, the arrangement being 
such that the first end of the first portion and the second end of the second portion form 
the first end of the bushing, and the second end of first portion and the first end of the 
second portion form the second end of the bushing. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention, in an apparatus having a 
bushing with a rod passing therethrough, there is provided the improvement wherein the 
bushing is a split bushing having a first end and a second end, comprising first and second 
portions, each of the first and second portions having a first and second end, a first end of 
each of the portions having a circumference which is less than 50% of the total bushing 
first end circumference, the second end of each of the portions having a circumference 
which is greater than 50% of the total bushing second end circumference, the 
arrangement being such that the first end of the first portion and the second end of the 
second portion form the first end of the bushing, and the second end of first portion and 
the first end of the second portion form the second end of the bushing. 

As aforementioned, the present bushing is formed of two portions, each of the 
portions being similar. The bushing is designed to be inserted into a receiving member 
and to be retained therein. 

The bushing is fabricated of somewhat resilient material such as various types of 
plastics including polyvinyl, polypropylene, etc. 

Each of the two portions has a central body section and a flange, extending 
outwardly at either end thereof. Each of the portions is characterized in that the end walls 
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at the first and second ends are sized differently - i.e. a first end wall has a circumferential 
length which is less than 50% of the total bushing circumference while at the other end, 
the second end wall has a circumference which is greater than the 50% of the total 
bushing circumference. The two portions are placed in an opposing relationship such that 
they form substantially 100% of the bushing circumference. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Having thus generally described the invention, reference will be made to the 
accompanying drawings illustrating an embodiment thereof, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bushing according to one embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Figure 2 is an exploded view illustrating the two portions forming the bushing; 
Figure 3 is a first end elevational view thereof; 
Figure 4 is a side elevational view thereof; 
Figure 5 is a second end elevational view thereof; 

Figure 6 is an end elevational view illustrating placement of the bushing in a 
receiving member; 

Figure 7 is a top plan view of the arrangement of figure 6; 

Figure 8 is an end elevational view of the inserted bushing. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the drawings in greater detail and by reference characters thereto, 
there is illustrated in Figure 1 an assembled bushing which is designated by reference 
numeral 10. 



Bushing 10 includes a first portion generally designated by reference numeral 12 
and a second portion generally designates by reference numeral 14. 

First portion 12, as may be seen in Figures, includes a central body section 16 
which has a first end generally designated by reference numeral 18. Located at first end 
18 is a flange 20 extending outwardly therefrom. A second end of first portion 12 is 
generally designated by reference numeral 22 and in an manner similar to first end 18, has 
an outwardly extending flange 24. Extending between first end 18 and second end 22 are 
sidewalls 26 and 28. 

Second portion 14 also includes a central body section 32 which has a first end 34. 
Located at first end 34 is an outwardly extending flange 36. Similarly, a second end 
generally designated by reference numeral 38 also has an outwardly extending flange 40. 
Extending between first end 34 and second end 38 are sidewalls 42 and 44. 

As may be clearly seen in Figures 2, 3 and 5, first ends 18 and 34 of portion 12 and 
14 respectively each have a relatively small circumference- i.e. less than 50% of the total 
circumference of the bushing end. Similarly, second ends 22 and 38 each have a 
circumference which is greater then 50% of the total end circumference. It will also be 
noted that sidewalls 26, 28 and 42, 44 are somewhat accurate in the configuration and 
shape such had when first portion 12 and second portion 14 are assembled, there is a slot 
56 formed at the respective ends. In the central portion, the sidewalls 26 and 42 abut each 
other for a portion of their length as do sidewalls 28 and 44. 

The above arrangement permits the insertion of the bushing in a holder 48 as 
shown in Figure 6. Holder 48 has a cylindrical housing 50 and a flange 52. 



Preferably, as previously discussed, the smaller ends 18 and 34 preferably have a 
circumferential length which is between 20% and 35% of the total circumference of the 
bushing and even more preferably, between about 25% and about 30% of the total 
circumferential length. 

It will be understood that the above described embodiment is for purposes of 
illustration only and the changes and modifications may be made thereto without the party 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. 



